
Ask and You Will Receive… 
(Luke 11:9) 

 

Introductory Rites of the Mass (continued) 

In our previous discussion on the different parts of the Sacred Liturgy, we covered the 

significance of the Entrance Hymn, the Reverencing of the Altar, the Sign of the Cross and the 

Greeting. Each action is choreographed to accentuate the unity of purpose by the priest, ministers 

and the faithful. All coming together before God and in His Name, to work for the salvation of 

all. 

Penitential rite- 

After the greeting, the priest invites the congregation to ask for the Lord’s Mercy. After a brief 

period of silence, allowing the faithful to recall their sins, a general confession is recited by all:  

“I confess to almighty God, and to you my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my 

thoughts, and in my words, in what I have done and what I have failed to do (striking the breast           

3 times) through my fault, through my fault, through my grievous fault; therefore, I ask                       

blessed Mary ever Virgin, all the Angels and Saints and you my brothers and sisters,                                       

to pray for me to the Lord our God”. 

Then the priest, says: “May Almighty God have mercy on us, 

 forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.” 

 

Since God never imposes or forces His will upon us, we ask the Universal Church, including all 

the angels and saints, for their prayers.  In so doing, we avail ourselves to the infinite mercy of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.   

We need to remember that if we are not asking, we are probably not receiving His Mercy. 

Kyrie-Eleison- 

Just as we strike our breast 3 times when acknowledging our faults, we then ask for mercy to heal 

our hearts and souls.  Therefore, we together ask (3 times) for God’s mercy (Kyrie Eleison, in 

Greek, Lord have mercy.) 

 

Sprinkling Rite –  

During the Easter season, the blessing of water and the sprinkling rite may be used in place of the 

Penitential Rite and Kyrie.  

 

Gloria –  



Usually sung in thanksgiving, it is an ancient hymn glorifying the Father and then the Son, seated 

on the right hand of the Father in heaven, for taking away the sins of the world, receiving our 

prayers and bestowing his Mercy on us. 

“Glory to God in the highest. And on earth peace to men of good will. We praise You. We bless You. 

We adore you. We glorify You. We give You thanks for Your great glory. O Lord God, heavenly King, 

God the Father almighty. O Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son. O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son 

of the Father: You Who take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. You Who take away the sins 

of the world, receive our prayer. You Who sit at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For 

You alone are holy. You alone are the Lord. You alone, O Jesus Christ, are Most High. Together with 

the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen.” 

 

Collect –  

Often referred to as the Opening Prayer, it purposely unites the minds and hearts in one accord 

with the Universal Church.  It literally collects the prayers of every Catholic Church throughout 

the world with one single intention.  The priest intones the prayer by saying, “Let us pray.”  After 

a brief silence, gaining the attention of all, he offers a prayer to the Father through His Son in 

unity with the Holy Spirit, to which the faithful make their prayer as well by responding, “Amen”.  

(so be it or truth in Hebrew)  

In the past, wanting to emphasize the importance of this prayer, I prayed: “Heavenly Father, I 

ask that fire and brimstone be brought down on your people, for they have eyes but do not see 

and ears but do not hear.  I ask this through Christ our Lord.” And the faithful which included 

my sisters, all said, “Amen!” ...that they agreed with that prayer and everyone sat down.    When 

I asked them to please stand and listen to the real opening prayer, they all laughed, but the point 

was made.   

This prayer not only sets the theme of the Sacred Liturgy, it endeavors to turn the people to the 

Lord (the meaning of the word repent), so as to ask for His perpetual help.   

                   Fr. Paul 

Up next weekend, the Liturgy of the Word 

 


